
IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION IS A KEY DRIVER OF BC’S ECONOMY1

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN BC IN 2024
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1 �An Update on the Economic Impact of International Education in British Columbia, 
Dr. Roslyn Kunin, 2020 (unpublished).

2 Tax revenue includes provincial and federal income tax revenue.
3 �Mineral Fuels, Mineral Oils, Bituminous Substances and Mineral Waxes (#1), Wood 

and Articles of Wood (Incl. Wood Charcoal) (#2).
4 Source: IRCC Data, 2024.
5 Data inconsistencies are likely overstating the private post-secondary sector.
6 �Region subtotals do not equal total (270,395 unique headcount) as some students 

study in more than one region during the calendar year.
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TOP 10 SOURCE COUNTRIES

270,3954

STUDENTS

Northern BC

6,800

Southern 
Interior

19,345

Vancouver 
Island/Coast

21,325

India
109,770 | 100,155

China
30,110 | 30,445

Iran
8,425 | 8,345

Philippines
12,955 | 11,530

Nigeria
6,385 | 5,550

Hong Kong
6,085 | 6,455

Brazil
6,050 | 6,665

Mexico
10,430 | 10,430

Japan
7,795 | 9,210

South Korea
7,850 | 8,470

Lower Mainland/
Southwest

221,185

The number of international  
students in BC has increased  
by 148% since 2014
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