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One day we tried to predict the future
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‘MEGATRENDS’



‘long-term driving forces…or 
trends that influence almost 
everything at all levels of societal 
development. They have great 
importance now, and we are 
relatively sure they will also have 
great importance in the future’. 

Copenhagen Institute for Future Studies 



1. Demographic shifts  
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2. Economic dynamics 
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3. Changes to political 
conditions 





4. Developments in education 
provision 







5. Digital technology 



Trajectories for digital technology in HE
1. Personalisation 
2. Adoption of hybrid learning models 
3. Big data analysis, to improve learning 

contexts 
4. Shift towards ‘digital learning 

environment’
5. Digital divide, mobile first 
6. Open education resources, no more text 

books  
www.educasue.edu

http://www.educasue.edu/


6. Global workforce demands







7. Cultural impact 







8. Language 



English as a medium of instruction: a growing global phenomenon 

2015, University of Oxford, Dept for EMI, British Council 



Download the report: 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/ihe/knowledge-
centre/student-mobility/megatrends-future-international-education

Contact me here:

elizabeth.shepherd@britishcouncil.org
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