Background Information on the Origin of the Annual HK/Canada Education Fair
Prepared by: Charles Mossop, former Executive Director: International, at University College of the Cariboo (UCC), now Thompson Rivers University and 2014 BCCIE International Education Lifetime Achievement Award recipient. 
In the early 1980s international programs at British Columbia’s Community Colleges were in their infancy. The Provincial Government had finally been persuaded to remove the regulation which had previously prohibited colleges from enrolling international students, and colleges were faced with the challenge of establishing their credibility in the international marketplace. 
In 1984 and 1985, three colleges including Cariboo College (later the University College of the Cariboo [UCC] and now Thompson Rivers University) participated in education fairs in Hong Kong, and found themselves in competition with highly experienced, well-organized and well-funded universities from Australia and the United Kingdom, and while a very small number of students was recruited, the magnitude of the problem became clear.

In 1984, on a visit to Hong Kong, Mr. Charles Mossop, then Executive Director: International at Cariboo College, met Mr. Alvis Tsui who was, at that time, employed by a company engaged in international student work, and the following year, having experienced the education fairs mentioned, Mr. Mossop engaged the services of Mr. Tsui as Cariboo’s Hong Kong representative since he was by then working independently. Shortly after that, on another of his very frequent visits to Hong Kong, he met with Mr. Tsui to discuss the challenges of marketing BC colleges. Several other institutions had by then also enlisted Mr. Tsui’s services in student recruitment, and concern was growing that they would be unable to break into the market due to the strength of the competition. Australian and British universities had the power and prestige of direct government assistance and funding through the Australian Ministries of Education and Trade, and the British Council was ever-present in support of its members. Both countries held fairs of their own, as well as participating in fairs run by local Hong Kong entrepreneurs. 

In the course of the discussions, it became clear that the BC colleges had to find a means of promoting the differences and advantages of the BC system which would get them out of the shadow of the competing institutions. In that meeting in 1985, therefore, the idea was born of a BC Public Colleges Education Fair, and Mr. Mossop returned home and began promoting the idea amongst his colleagues at other institutions. While he was doing that, he and Mr. Tsui worked out the details of cost, logistics, promotional materials, etc. and Mr. Tsui searched for a possible venue. Ultimately, six colleges agreed to participate and in the Spring of 1986 the first fair was held at the Shun Tak Center. Mr. Tsui and his small staff in close consultation with Mr. Mossop and the representatives of the other participating colleges designed an advertising campaign leading up to  the fair and the level of student and parent interest grew steadily. There was an excellent turnout of students who were keen to know more about what was promoted as the BC Alternative. 

A fair has been held in Hong Kong each year since then, with venues ranging from the Convention Center and various hotels to City Hall. Mr. Mossop worked with Mr. Tsui on those fairs until his retirement in 2000. In time, more and more institutions, both public and private, signed up to participate, and ultimately, as the fair enlarged, the name was changed to the Canadian Education Exhibition which now celebrates its thirtieth year of continuous and successful operation.
