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Introductions 



We want to acknowledge that we are 
on the traditional territory of the 

St̓át̓imc Tmicw (St'at'imc), Lil'wat, & 
Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w

(Squamish) Nations



What brought you to the 
session today?



Agenda

1. What does Go Global do?

2. Access & Inclusion Philosophy

3. Barriers & Opportunities 



What is Go Global  



Go Global’s Role 

◉ Partnership development

◉ Support for institutional and Faculty’s 
international initiatives

◉ Program development and implementation

◉ Students advising and engagement

◉ Preparation and Learning Outcomes –
Educator Role



Programs and Scale

• Largest Mobility Program in Canada



Access & Inclusion Philosophy





“Rather than seeing global education as an 
indulgence for the affluent few, we need to 

recognize that it offers essential skills to all our 
young people — especially those from less-

advantaged backgrounds”

2019, Centre for International Policy Studies (CIPS), University of Ottawa,
and the Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto



Insert quote

“



Barriers to Participation





Finances

◉ Awards Program
 Changing Award Requirements

 Development of Equity Award

 Deepen relationship with 
Development office



Finances – other considerations 

◉ Summer Study Abroad opportunities for Intl. 
Students

 75% of programs are fee-paying 
while 25% are through exchange

 65% of summer abroad students are 
international 

◉ Development of Program fee waiver

◉ Creation of well-funded, short term programs
 Global Innovation Grant Funding



UBC Student Perspective

“It means so much, it was a lovely, beautiful trip and I'm 
very grateful for it. An exchange always felt financially 
out of reach as I'm paying my own way through 
university and need to work during the semesters, so 
I'm grateful to have had the opportunity to travel with 
and through my university. I love travelling as well and 
the opportunity to see a new country, and the way we 
did with Dr. Murphy's connections, was so amazing.” 

–4th Year UBC Student,
Major Philosophy and Political Science



Transfer Credit and Degree Progression



Working With Departments 

◉ Develop a suite of program opportunities that 
make sense for a faculty/department

◉ Identify/pre-articulate relevant course work
◉ Map degree for optimal exchange period (ie –

CIE)
◉ Offer robust support for faculty led 

programming (Global Seminars)





Degree Progression – Other Considerations 

◉ Development of credit bearing opportunities 
during the summer

◉ Working with Faculties to develop niche 
programs

◉ Development of co-curricular opportunities 
 Structured Research
 Conferences



UBC Student Perspective

“This experience doing research abroad pointed 
out to me a way I want to go. I am sure this is 
something I want to do now. I think I’m more 
interested in something in the application side 
over pure math. The highlight of my trip, 
academically, was being able to work on big 
projects. My computer program found something 
unusual in the final program results and I never 
expected that to happen.” 

– Ningfei Shen, 2nd year UBC Student 





Underrepresented Student 
Populations – Case Study

Indigenous Student Pathway



Indigenous Student participation at UBC

Year Total students Aboriginal 
students

Percentage

2017-18
(Go Global)

1525 24 1.6%

2016-17
(Go Global)

1304 22 1.7%

2017S 
(Dechinta)

5 3 60%

2018S 
(Dechinta)

3 2 67%

2016S 
(Indigenous 
London)

8 5 63%

2019S 
(Indigenous 
London)

17 7 41%



Unique barriers facing Indigenous students

◉ Institutional support

◉ Value of programs

◉ Community connections



Pathways

◉ University of Otago – Tūrangawaewae Pōkai
Whenua

 Exchange – 15 credits (Reciprocal)

 Accommodation provided with 
Indigenous host

 Cultural activities



Funding opportunities

◉ Reactive
 Indigenous Studies Summer Program

◉ Proactive
 Equity  Enhancement Fund



Summary and Recommendations 

◉ Identify and offer funding to assist with costs 
associated with international experiences

◉ Create a wide variety of programming to suit 
different audiences

◉ Work closely with other units on campus to 
support student programming

◉ Recognize that international programming is 
historically high barrier as a foundation to 
creating accessible pathways



Any questions?
You can find us at
• fay.alikhani@ubc.ca
• james.leeder@ubc.ca
• https://students.ubc.ca/about-

student-services/go-global

Thank you

https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/go-global
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