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Abstract

 Impetus for international trades training

 BCIT Offerings

 Student recruitment and preparation

 Challenges and support

 Closing the feedback loop
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Why international trades training?

We are here
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Why international trades training?

Source:  The BC Jobs Plan
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Why international trades training?

• School District 43
• 3rd largest in B.C.
• Approximately 

120km2
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Why international trades training?

 As many as 1,700 international education students 

are enrolled in SD43 schools, bringing in a record 

$27.8 million into the district, and 1,800 foreign 

students are expected to enroll in the fall, making 

the program the largest in Canada. 

 The district's international education program, which 

also includes summer school and customized 

learning programs for foreign teachers, has 

generated $275 million since 1999. 

Source: http://www.tr ic itynews.com/news/no-s low-down-in-foreign-student-enrolment-

1.2274634#sthash.DefxwjV1.dpuf

http://www.tricitynews.com/news/no-slow-down-in-foreign-student-enrolment-1.2274634#sthash.DefxwjV1.dpuf
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What BCIT offers

 2 year Automotive Diploma Program

 With and without Co-op

ATS (In-house-Co-op)

 ISEP (Co-op in industry)

Dorset (3rd party prep., industry Co-op)

 Traditional 4 year apprenticeship possibilities 

available to international students, but seldom 

enrolled - Visa
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What BCIT 

offers

 Trades discovery

 International summer programs

 Automotive

 AME

 Satellite programs (Joint Diploma Programs)

 South Korea (Osan)

 China (CGVI)

Student exchange possibilities (bilateral)
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Student recruitment and Preparation

 BCIT International

 DLI Letters of acceptance/verification

 BCIT international student services

 Program advising

 English prep.

 Permits

 Housing

 CRA, CIC
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Student recruitment and Preparation

 ACES (access) program

 5 weeks

Mechanical reasoning

English reading comprehension

Math 

Physics

Abstract reasoning
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Student recruitment and Preparation

 ISEP

 4 weeks exclusively in English

Speaking, listening, reading, writing

Must achieve 60%/500 in each 

competency
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Challenges and Support

 English skills remain an obstacle

 Especially pertinent to safety procedures

 Technical nature of literature added challenge

 Moving towards in-house preparation

 Online and technology based academic 

(dis)honesty

 Invigilation by fully equipped test 

centers
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Challenges and Support

 Wait-lists/cohorts

 Assimilation/exposure

 Cultural bubble

 Peer tutoring

 Visas (Time lines)

 International student services

 International steering committee

 Student engagement – True intentions?
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Closing the feedback loop

 Moving towards student prep. In-house

 Focusing on co-op opportunities

 Policy/procedural updates for technology

 Timely “program updates”

 Increased support from international 

specialists

 International steering 

committee
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Thank You!

Eugene_Eng@BCIT.Ca


